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Tying of the legs in a body removed from

the water is suspicious, but not absolute proof of foul play.
Some suicides who are good swimmers, deliberately tie
their legs to prevent instinctive self-preservation. In this
illustration, however, the bonds were used to secure a heavy
weight after homicide



The diagnostic
problems associated
with

bodies recovered
from the water. In a
death such as this,
where a body is left
by the falling tide, it
may be difficult or
even impossible to
prove drowning,
especially if the
postmortem

period is long.




When a body is
recovered from the
sea

wrapped in a sheet
and tied up with a
plastic rope like this,
it is obvious that the
probability of a
homicidal death is
very

high. In this case, the
perpetrator had
smashed the skull of
the victim with a
baseball bat and tried
to get rid of the body
by dropping it to the
sea from a bridge. A
week later the

body was found
floating in the sea and
recovered.
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1mmersion 11

Waterlogged skin after 1 week’s

a cold climate.



Waterlogged skin
(‘washer-woman’s
hands’) after 2
weeks’ immersion in
a temperate climate.
Fingerprints can still
be obtained from
hands like these,
with appropriate
techniques.




Peeling of the epidermis in a ‘stocking’ fashion
after a few weeks’ immersion. The rate at which such
changes occur is so variable, because of environmental
factors that no timetable can be offered to attempt to
date death. In a temperate-zone summer, this stage would
require at least 2 weeks and probably much longer.
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A typical plume of froth from the mouth of a
recently drowned boy. This will vanish as the post-mortem
interval extends







" | ";‘ "‘-').‘: -
Froth disappears with increasing post-mortem

interval, though it persists in the internal air-passages for
a much longer time




Not all froth
around the
mouth is
from
drowning.
This female
died in bed
f r o m
hypertensive
heart
disease with
profuse
pulmonary
oedema.
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Over-inflation
of the lungs
(emphysema
aguosum) in
drowning with

overlapping of
the anterior
margins and
haemorrhages
in the right
middle lobe.
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